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I have been wondering what you would identify as the heartbeat of Ginter Park United Methodist 

Church? In other words, do we have a passion that defines us? I am thinking of specific activities 

that would come under our motto: “As much for others as for ourselves.” 

There is a small Christian congregation located in Mechanicsville that has a strong desire and 

ministry to reach out to young people for Jesus. Until very recently they did not even have a 

church building but met in homes. Once a week their pastor drives around to transport kids from 

their homes to the church for an evening of food, fun and fellowship and then returns them home 

again. This ministry is well known in Hanover County and is a blessing. 

While I was senior pastor at Heritage UMC in Lynchburg, it soon became evident that 

Timberlake UMC, led by the Rev. Larry Davies, was a congregation that responded quickly and 

effectively to disasters around the country. When Hurricane Katrina devastated the Mississippi 

coastline at the end of August 2005, Larry and members of Timberlake UMC traveled within 

weeks to help. This so impressed us at Heritage UMC that I led a group from our congregation in 

November 2005 and again in March 2006 down to Biloxi on missions of restoration. 

Heritage UMC in Lynchburg is recognized for its music ministry. Dr. Sandra Matthes has been 

Minister of Music there for twenty-one years and while I was senior pastor led fantastic music 

programs in the sanctuary with a full choir, pipe organ and orchestra. The Lynchburg Symphony 

Orchestra and Youth Orchestra often hold events in the sanctuary. 

Chestnut Memorial UMC in Newport News has a reputation for running the finest preschool in 

the city.  The parents line up from 4 A.M. on registration day to get a spot for their child.  In 

October of every year since 1923, Sudley UMC in Manassas has held their annual bazaar/oyster 

dinner and country store. Law Enforcement officers, Fire and Rescue details, Military personnel 

and National Park rangers are invited guests and eat for free. Preparations for this event begin 

soon after the previous one ends and hundreds of people turn up each year. 

It is not possible for one congregation to do everything. When a particular ministry arises that 

works well and serves the community, it is vital to equip, enable and expand that ministry. I am 

interested to hear whether you can identify a mission or ministry active here at Ginter Park UMC 

which you think qualifies as being described as our “heartbeat”? What is it that defines us? 

Please talk to me, send an email or drop me a note with your thoughts. 

 

In Christ, 

Dennis 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross_and_flame


GEMS 

 On July 18th, Rev. Joe Frazier will join us to give an 

update on the Stepping Stones school which is going 

well.  August 15th, we will meet for lunch and our 

program will be a reading of poetry by Mary Swing.  

On September 19th, Patti Dean from Life Net Health 

will speak with us about organ donation.  This is a 

very important subject for everyone.  Please spread 

the word and bring your friends.  Everyone is invited 

to join us for any of our programs.  It is helpful to 

have an idea of how many plan to attend so we have 

enough food.  You can make a reservation by calling 

Beth or Roy Quist at (804)266-3164 or the Church 

Office at (804)262-8651.     

 

ACOLYTES 

We have an active acolyte program for the 

traditional service and always welcome new 

acolytes.  Acolytes are usually children and 

teens who are tall enough to reach the candles on the 

altar.   At present, some of our acolyte robes are in 

need of minor repairs and washing.  If you can help 

by taking and repairing a couple of robes at a time, 

please contact Horace Ford at 804-262-8651. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tai Chi for Arthritis class coming in 

September on Thursdays at 10.30 – 

11.30AM 

Taught by Lili Just Simons 

There are many different forms of tai chi. Tai chi for 

arthritis was designed by Dr Lam with a team of 

medical and tai chi experts. Dr Lam is a medical 

doctor and tai chi teacher from Australia.,  It is easy 

to learn and safe. All high risk movements have been 

removed and replaced with ones that are more 

effective for health. The program is proven effective 

by medical studies and supported by arthritis 

foundation’s worldwide. It can be practiced sitting as 

well as standing. Almost anyone, of any physical 

condition can begin and continue to progress 

regardless age. 

Health benefits of tai chi include: 

Increased flexibility, muscle strength and fitness. 

Less stress and more 

relaxation.                                                                     

 Improved immunity. 

 Lower cholesterol and blood pressure. 

 Better body posture. 

 Integration of body, mind and spirit. 

 Improved flow of life energy. 

 Just about all aspects of health. 

 Lili is a certified Tai Chi , Qigong and meditation 

instructor and a Shiatsu therapist. Over 30 years of 

experience.  

She has taught Tai Chi, Shiatsu, meditation and 

Qigong here in the States and Europe.  

Originally from Denmark, in her late 20´ties she 

came to the USA to continue her studies in Tai Chi 

and Shiatsu. Lili lived in SD for many years before 

she came to Richmond VA 15 years ago. She is 

currently in private practice in Richmond where she 

sees clients and teaching classes.  

Lili and her husband enjoy living on the North Side 

in Ginther Park.  Starting date will be announced. 

Anyone from the congregation can participate for 

free.  The class is simple seated exercises that  

promotes better sleep and helps to cool 

the body down in this heat. 



NURSERY STAFF 

We are pleased to announce our fabulous Nursery 

Staff!!  Each Sunday, the following team will be 

available to make your child feel right at home in 

our nursery: 

Liz Turner  

Dale Lipke 

Ella Kinney, substitute 

The nursery is for children from birth through age 4.  

If you have a child older than 4, please have them 

attend Sunday School at 9:30 A.M./Children’s 

Church at the 11:00 A.M. Worship Service to ensure 

the safety of our youngest ones.  If you have any 

questions please contact our Anne Durrett in the 

Church Office. 
 

DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? 

We now are providing ride assistance for both 

worship services.  Please contact the church office 

for more information (804) 262-8651. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Each Sunday, the flowers are given in honor of or in 

memory of our loved ones.  If you would like to 

place flowers on the altar to recognize someone or 

some event, please contact Laura Roberts. Would 

you like to join our Altar Guild?  We would like to 

have you in one of our groups. 
 

AUGUST CHURCH MEETINGS 

On Wednesday, August 14th the Finance Committee 

will meet at 6:30 P.M., followed by the Church 

Council at 7 P.M., in the Scott Walford Room. 

 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR CHURCH 

July & August 

Ushers 

July  

Captain:  Robert Burns Altarperson:  Floyd Davis 

Team:  Chuck Croll, Lee Walker 
 

August 

Captain:  Jim Gray,  Altarperson:  Horace Ford 

Team:  Barbara Ford, Alice Gray 
 

Altar Guild 

9:30 A.M.  – Allison Douthat 

11:00 A.M. –Laura Roberts, Alane Herbert, Callie 

Robinson 

CELEBRATING 

 “THE YEAR OF THE  

CHURCH FAMILY” 

This is good news indeed!  Brothers and Sisters – in 

Christ, we are focusing on and celebrating “The 

Year of the Church Family”.  You and I, each and 

every one of us is a sister or brother to each other in 

the very special relationship as the family of 

believers in Christ’s blessed church here at GPUMC. 
 

In John 15:12, Jesus commanded, “This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.”  
 

God wants and intends us to continue to come 

together to mutally and in Christian love nurture, 

enrich, minister to and with, encourage spiritual 

growth, support, and enjoy fellowship in various 

ways through our relationships within our Church 

Family of Christian believers.  As we encourage 

each other to focus and celebrate us, Brothers and 

Sisters, we draw even closer to each other and to 

God in the safety and security of God’s steadfast 

loving care which God provides for us in our special 

GPUMC Family of Christian believers. 
 

Our motto states, “As much for others, as for 

ourselves”.  We will, with renewed understanding, 

focus and celebrate “as for ourselves” in keeping 

with Christ’s commandment.  (Sisters and Brothers, 

do not be concerned.  We will as usual continue to 

minister to and love our neighbors as ourselves in 

keeping with “As much for others.”) 

  Your Sister in-Christ,  

  Mary Swing 

  Chair of Congregational Care  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOOD PANTRY, CLOTHES CLOSET 

AND OTHER MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES: 

Your Food Pantry and Clothes Closet continues 

to serve those in need in our community.  We 

serve 60 to 70 family units each week.  You can 

help these ministries in several ways. 

• Paper Grocery Bags with handles – We can 

always use paper bags with handles.  If you 

will bring your grocery bags to church (and 

collect them from friends and neighbors), it 

will help us to meet our needs without having 

to purchase them at a cost of 15-1/2 cents 

each.  Kroger, Lidl and Trader Joe grocery 

stores provide paper bags with handles. 

• Food – We appreciate your donations of 

nonperishable food items; however, please 

make sure the expiration dates are current.  

We especially need peanut butter, tuna and 

other canned vegetables. 

• Summer Clothes – Our Clothes Closet could 

use some summer clothes for women, men 

and children so please consider donating 

some of your gently used clothing to our 

Clothes Closet.   

• Please leave all donations outside of the 

Burchette Room on the first floor of the 

Educational Building.  Thank you for your 

support of these mission opportunities. 

• Bon Secours Care-A-Van – This van 

provides medical services to people without 

health insurance.  It is located at our church 

on the first and second Monday of each 

month.  Volunteers are needed to help clients 

get to the right location within our building.  

If you can serve a couple of hours on one or 

both Mondays, please notify the church 

office. 

• Thank you for your support of these mission 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

JULY 

1 Ryan Douthat 

 Noah Martin 

2 Leslie Colbert 

6 Joyce Roberts 

8 Nancy Langford 

9 Brian Durrett 

 Joyce Forcke 

11 Geme Kane 

12 Leo Colbert 

13 Ashley Vronek  

14 Jean Pleasants 

 Chris Otto 

 Hyland Terranova 

19 Madi Terranova 

27 Vonda Crane 

28 James Johnson 

 Jasmine Johnson 

 
AUGUST  

3 Claude Cheely 

5 Barbara King 

 John Thompson 

6 Mary Frances Dirks 

7 Megan Colletti 

8 Harper O’Meara 

10 Roger Mathis 

11 River Bronson 

14 Juliet Fleming 

17 Marlene Otto  

18 Margaret Levarity  

 Gwendolyn Jane DeBardeleben  

19 Beau Turner 

20 Judy Wilkinson 

 Matthew Wilkinson 

21 Gerald Roberts 

22 Tori Inge 

26 Earl Ford 

23 Josh Carlton 

28 Jessica Wells 

 

 

 
 

 



 

CONCERNS 

Please pray for our Church Family members.  We hold 

you in our thoughts and hearts.  We are blessed because 

we as Christians have a very special hope, love, and 

assurance through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

ILLNESSES: 

Jim Gray, Ted Hughes (Liz Turner’s great Uncle) 

with brain cancer, Claude Cheely, Harriet Cogle, 

Nik, Teddy Sears, Joyce Forcke, Frankie Irons, 

Shirley Overstreet, Judy Wilkinson, JaneWhitlow, 

Cindy White, Jennifer Maitland, Isabelle Brown, 

Mary’s brother Bill, recovering from shoulder 

replacement surgery, Gregory Shone, Barbara 

Jessup, Bishop Lewis, Richard (Ruth Plott’s 

brother-in-law). 

 
CELEBRATIONS IN 2019: 

We recognize and celebrate the joys of important events 

in our lives in our Church Family at GPUMC.  We do 

this in order to grow and enjoy closer relationships with 

each other and with God.  If you have any important 

events or know of any, please let Mary Swing or the 

Church Office know so that we may include it here. 

Congratulations to Ella Kinney who graduated from 

Cumberland County High School this spring!  We are so 

very proud of you Ella! 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

We welcome and embrace with joy our adult Brothers 

and Sisters, and our infants and children, through each 

one’s baptism in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

• Andre Hutchinson 

NEW MEMBERS: 

We are glad you are part of our Church Family.  If you 

have not yet joined our church 

through either profession of 

faith or transfer, we would 

love to welcome you.   

• Mady Carlton  

• Kayleigh Douthat 

• Eli Durrett 

• Jacob Durrett 

• Jacob Fleming 

• Andre Hutchinson 

• Micah Kinney 

 

WELCOME:  Gary and Donna Taylor’s 2 new foster 

daughters, Londyn and Eri’ya.   

SAINTS:  Celebrations of Life Everlasting:  Our loved 

ones who now live and are part of the Great Cloud of 

Witnesses in their eternal Heavenly Home with God and 

each other. 

• Ruth Noble 

• Barbara Bennardo 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS, HONORS, AWARDS: 

Congratulations to our graduates Ella Kinney 

(Cumberland County High School), Kevin Ford (J. 

Sargeant Reynolds College), Matthew Wilkinson 

(Vanderbilt University Law School), Peter Crane 

(Roanoke College), Jana Kurze (Pre K), Savannah 

Ford (Pole Green Elementary).    

 

Projects/Tasks needed to be 

undertaken at Ginter Park UMC 

• Continue investigation of installing outside 

electronic LED sign 

• Install Side Door handicap ramp access 

• Power wash Bell Tower 

• Replace all EXIT signs with LED and some 

with attached emergency lighting where 

needed as in hallway outside food pantry 

• Beautify hallway from Side Door entrance to 

steps leading to Office area 

• Social Hall needs painting 

• Sanctuary front doors need attention. They 

should have panic bars. 

• Sanctuary Rose window and stained glass 

windows below it need protection 

• Bell Tower lights and time clock to be 

repaired 

• Lights inside sanctuary to illuminate Rose 

window need replacing 

• Facility fluorescent lights will eventually 

need to be replaced. Phase this in? 

• Painting outside sanctuary front doors needs 

to be redone 

• Overhead projector in Social Hall will need 

replacing soon 

• Repair metal handrail outside Side Door (no 

longer attached to concrete) 

 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS 

July 7-11, 2019 

Dear Parents: Send your kids on a roaring adventure! 

At Roar VBS, kids discover that even though life gets wild, God is good. Roar is filled with incredible Bible-

learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building games, cool 

Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith flow into real life. (Since 

everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.) Plus, 

we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings®. Get 

ready to hear that phrase a lot!  

Parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join us at Safari Celebration each day at 6:15, a daily exploration 

of our God’s goodness! Adult VBS will take place during the same time and will be held in the Scott Walford 

Conference Room.   

So mark these dates on your calendar:  July 7-11, 2019.  The fun starts at 6:15 p.m. and will end at 8:15 p.m.  

Call this number (804)262-8651 to register your children for this  life-changing adventure! 

 

Sincerely,  

Grace Durrett 

Your Roar VBS Director 
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CROP WALK 

Walkers have reported $36 in online and offline 

gifts!  

Join us for the 49th Annual Richmond CROP 

Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 20, 2019. This 

family friendly event links the Richmond 

community together in solidarity with our neighbors 

all around the world who have to walk long 

distances daily for access to food and clean water. 

Funds raised from the walk will provide food and 

other resources for families in Richmond and 

around the world. 

 

The walk will begin and end at : Ginter Park UMC, 

1010 W. Laburnum Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227. 

Registration for walkers and teams will begin at 

1:00pm and the 3.1 mile walk will begin at 2:00pm. 

 

On Saturday, September 14th at 10am, we will host 

a pre-walk Team Captains' Rally at Ginter Park 

UMC. You and/or a representative can pick up 

FREE walk materials to promote the walk, learn 

about how walk funds benefit families in need and 

connect with members of CROP walk teams to 

share ideas.  

 

This year, Church World Service celebrates the 50th 

anniversary of CROP Hunger Walks. We hope you 

will help us celebrate this milestone year. CWS 

distributes 75% of the money from the CROP 

Hunger Walk to global hunger education, disaster 

relief and self-help projects in more than 30 

countries around the world. The remaining 25% of 

funds support local hunger fighting agencies in 

Richmond.. 

 

Link to walk Facebook page - 

https://www.facebook.com/RichmondCROPWalk/ 

 

Together, we can help end hunger in our 

community and around the world. 

LECTORS NEEDED: 

Please sign up on the calendar outside the church 

office to be a lector during the 11 a.m. worship 

service!  Everything is provided for you and we 

would love to see new faces reading the scriptures.   

 

YOUTH OVERNIGHT 
All youth grades 6 – 12 are invited to a sleepover at 

the Durrett household (per the kids’ request) on July 

20th at 5 p.m.  All youth are asked to bring a drink 

and snack to share and pizza will be provided for 

dinner.  Youth are also asked to bring a sleeping 

bag and pillow.  On Sunday morning, the group will 

leave together and attend the morning worship at 

GPUMC.  Please sign up with Grace Durrett if you 

are interested in attending. 

 

 

 

KID’S TACO TUESDAY 

August 20th at 5p.m. – 6:30 p.m 

All kids are invited to attend Kid’s Taco 

Tuesday where we will prepare and eat tacos 

together at Ginter Park United Methodist Church.  

All kids are asked to bring a drink to share.  Please 

sign up with Grace Durrett if you plan on 

attending. 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RichmondCROPWalk/


BENEFIT  CONCERT 
Dale and Dennis 

Lipke’s son Andrew 

will be playing a 

benefit concert on 

Saturday, August 

17th at 5 p.m. at First 

United Methodist 

Church in Hopewell 

(502 W Broadway, 

Hopewell, VA  

23860).  There will be an ice cream social after the 

event.  There is no charge but donations are greatly 

appreciated.  All proceeds will go to an organization 

called Art for Humanity which enables children in 

Honduras to attend school through a sponsorship 

program.   

For more information please go to 

www.andrewlipke.com/ and/or 

www.artforhumanity.org/  

 

GPUMC COMMUNITY YARD SALES 
Come out and support our Church! 
 

On Saturday, July 6 from 8 A.M. – 1 P.M., we are 

hosting our Community Yard Sale in our parking lot 

(NO RAIN DATES).  Volunteers are needed, so 

please consider joining us to help make it another 

successful season. 
 

Vendors please call 262-8651.  Only $10 to rent 

each “Selling Spot” to sell your items. 
 

Now is the time to clear your attic and garage.  

Help spread the word!  Tell your friends, neighbors, 

and everyone you meet.  Come buy or sell.  Help is 

needed before, during, and after our Community Yard 

Sale.  Please contact Mary Swing at the church (262-

8651).   

Saturday, July 6 8 A.M. – 1 P.M. 

Saturday, Sept. 7 8 A.M. - 1 P.M. 

Saturday, Oct. 5 8 A.M. – 1 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th ANNUAL ADULT  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

“Timeless Relevance:   

St. Luke and The Gospel of Luke” 

Come celebrate with Mary Swing as she leads our class 

July 7 – July 11, from 6:30 P.M. to 8:15 P.M. in the 

Scott-Walford Room at Church.  We will learn about 

the author St. Luke.  Also, we will read and study “The 

Gospel of Luke”, especially its unique relevance to our 

lives. 

o Exploration/Education 

o Refreshments 

o Fellowship 

o Christian Ministry:  We write cards 

to our beloved homebound members 

of our Church Family. 

To sign up or for questions please call the Church 

Office at (804)262-8651. 

 

UMW NEWS 

After a joyful June Banquet in which many old time 

members came to celebrate 100 years plus of the 

United Methodist Women we closed for the summer.  

Yea us! 

What’s coming for the UMW?  On September 14th 

from 9 A.M. – 12 P.M. the District of Richmond is 

having a mini mission program and anybody is invited 

to come.  It’s a Saturday morning out by noon.  For 

more information call 804-218-0627 and speak to Ruth 

Wilkenson, District Vice President or email her at:  

Cusmile2day@hotmail.com, she would be glad to 

register you or give you more information. 

The United Methodist Women as a whole celebrated 

“150 years of Service”.  GO WOMEN! 

The church has had a Women’s Society since 1869.  

They started with 12 women of Boston sending 2 

missionaries to India to teach and heal the women and 

children by saving 2 cents a day from January 1869 to 

May 1869.  Then continued to send and build missions 

in the world until today we have 110 countries with 

100 projects going on.  Our UMW has helped fund 

these projects with our tithes and prayers.  Sooo…stay 

tuned here for more information about your United 

Methodist Women and remember ALL WOMEN AS 

MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S HOLY CHURCH ARE 

WELCOME AND INVITED TO JOIN!  SO COME! 

 

 

 

http://www.andrewlipke.com/
mailto:Cusmile2day@hotmail.com


CHURCH PICNIC 

PLUS, FISHING FUN 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 
Once again we are going to 3 Lakes Park where we 

were last year.  Everyone come join us for 

fellowship, food, and fun at our Fall Picnic, 

September 22, 4:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M., located at 3 

Lakes Park, Shelter #2, 400 Sausiluta Drive, 

Henrico, VA, 23227.  Maps available. 
 

Enjoy an early Fall cookout supper with our Church 

providing hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, sodas and 

water.  At a special time during the Picnic we will 

celebrate our Pastor Lipke’s Birthday! 

If your name begins with: 

 A – M  Please bring a dessert 

 N – Z  Please bring a side-dish 

Volunteers needed to cook the hamburgers and hot 

dogs and help with the picnic.  Please contact Mary 

Swing to help and/or information, etc.  Rides are 

available to the Park per request.  For your own 

comfort you may want to bring your own lawn 

chair. 
 

For our youth and others who like to fish (catch and 

release), our Shelter #2 is located near the Fishing 

Pier and Lakeshore.  Worms will be provided. 
 

Fishing License Required for all 16 years or older.  

You may purchase your Fishing License from the 

website of the VA Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries. 

 

VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

REPORT FROM  

SARAH LYNN CROLL 

 

3 DAYS…72 hours….4,320 minutes still not 

enough time….So much was packed into that 

timespan that I can only hit on the highlights.  Find 

out much more by getting on line on your 

computer.  These 2 websites give you great 

information about where your United Methodist 

Church is headed in the Future.  (1) VA Methodists 

for a new thing.  (2) VAUMC.org.  Our 

Church…Ginter Park UMC collected Kits for 

Conference this year that we sent down to Roanoke 

Berglund Center, over 40 kits and monies.   These 

40 kits grew to become 51,000.  Talk about fishes 

and loaves!  WOW!  These 51,000 kits will be 

used in the United States.  Sent to children and 

families needing them here after the many floods 

and tornado’s we have experienced. 

10,000 lbs of food will also remain here in 

Virginia.  Each Church or Lay person brought 8 

cans of food for the Roanoke County Food Pantry.  

That county covers over 93,000 people of all races, 

creeds, ideas, sexes, and “God Loves Everyone of 

Them”.  Our UMW celebrated 150 years of 

sharing God with All Peoples in over 110 countries 

of the world.  Our United Methodist Church in VA 

Lives~ We have at present 300,000 plus members, 

100,000 attend each Sunday, 90,000 attend small 

groups, 80,000 are missionaries in service, 270,000 

are missionaries to all.  We are Alive!  But we 

must Go-To-Grow.  Matthew 28:18-20.  Make 

Disciples of Jesus Christ.  Mr. Warren Harper our 

Conference Lay Leader addressed us with the 

message of:  “See All The People” walk forward – 

remember, your mission field is right outside your 

door….where you are! 

We had many discussion on a way forward for 

“Our Church” followed by prayer and sermons 

from 3 different Bishops from various parts of the 

United States.  The youth delegation was “Alive 

and Well” in Annual Conference.  They spoke to 

us sharing their thoughts and feelings on “Where 

Our Church Should Be Headed!  They also led us 

in prayer and opened our services and were ushers.  

(See the youth “Focus on the Red letters”) 

22 delegates were elected to represent Virginia in 

General Conference 2020, Jurisdictional 

Conference and as Alternates at which the 

delegates will continue to find a way forward for 

the continuation of a United Methodist Church.  

The idea of diversity of color, sex, religion, 

LBGTQ was discussed and expressed.  God loves 

everyone and wants everyone to know and love 

him.  3 paragraphs of the “Book of Discipline” 

pertaining to the United Methodist stance on 

LBGTQ were requested to be removed and after a 

vote were so done…so removing the paragraphs 

rebuking, refuting and removing the rights and 

dignity of the members of LBGTQ. 

The 2020 General Conference will again raise 

questions about the worldwide stance of the 

LBGTQ argument.  So please remain in prayer to 

God.  His will be done.  Who is my neighbor?  

Jesus answered not everyone is your brother or 

sister in faith, creed, race, origin, or sex.  But 

everybody is your neighbor and…”You must love 

your neighbor as yourself”. 



Our Featured Member July 2019 

Joyce Rivers Forcke 

Born at home in Richmond in 1937 nearing the end of the Depression, 

Joyce Rivers "came early.” My Mother said that I " was so small that I 

could fit in a shoe box." The youngest of her parents' three children,  

Joyce was their only daughter. She joined her family of her father, 

Gary T. Rivers, Sr., Mother, Goldie Frances Turner Rivers, oldest 

brother Gary T. Rivers, Jr., and older brother Donald Lee Rivers. “I've 

lived in Richmond all my life. Her father was a carpenter who worked 

everywhere." Her Mother "retired from Bellwood, the federal 

government Defense Supply Center. My family was not a wealthy 

family!", Joyce recalled.  

She was born into a Christian family. “We were members of Stockton 

Street Memorial Baptist Church, a big old Church. I was in Church all my life; so if my parents didn't take me, 

my grandparents did. My grandparents lived next to our house," said Joyce who throughout her life has been an 

active Church member.  

When she was 8 years old, "I was baptized and accepted Christ as my Savior in that big, old Baptist Church. 

Reverend Dr. Keller explained it all to me but I didn't fully understand that I was making a commitment for the 

rest of my life. I did believe in Jesus!” So when she was 16, Joyce renewed her commitment. She taught Sunday 

School "when I was 18 years old. I had 5 little boys in my class. They were darling!” She tried to sing in the 

choir "but did not realize I was tone-deaf; so I've been told. This is why I do not sing in the Choir today!" Joyce 

attended there "until they sold the Church and built a smaller one in which I was married."  

"I was raised with two brothers. We played “Cowboys and Indians”, I had 

a red and black cowgirl suit, and we rode stick horses. We used to climb 

trees, too. I was a tomboy and tough as shoe leather."  

Joyce attended Patrick Henry Elementary School. While there, she “took 

up for a girl who was being picked on, and we became dearest friends. 

Our parents also became friends. These were lifelong friendships."  

She attended Bainbridge Junior High School. “When I was 12, I was 

crowned 'Queen of Carter Jones Community Fair” by Judge Jewett on July 

23, 1949. I still have the newspaper clipping of that," she remembered 

fondly.  

Joyce attended the original John Marshall High School. They had a 

military Cadet Corps founded in 1915 there. Joyce is very patriotic. "One 

of the happiest experiences of my High School years was being a Cadet sponsor for Company D. The Cadet 

Corps Band always marched up the street in formation every Thursday morning, and played the school songs. 

We stood on the sidewalk as the Cadet Corps passed in review. As they marched by, each company would give 

an "an eyes right" salute to the Cadet sponsor. It was wonderful, just wonderful.," she enthusiastically 

remembered. “We had an outstanding Band, always have. I wish you could hear the music." In fact, on “June 



1st of this year, I attended the Reunion of the JMHS Cadet Corps at Acca Temple 

on Hermitage Road. We still meet today and the Band is still playing. Everyone 

had a wonderful time." One of Joyce's long-time interests: She loves to dance!  

Also, Joyce always served as Homeroom President of her class, starting in Jr. 

High and continuing through her Senior year of High School. One of her duties 

was reading the daily announcements over the P.A. system for the whole school.  

During High School, she took courses in Secretarial Sciences. At that time, she 

could “take 125 words per minute in short hand," she recalled proudly. "I also 

took other Business courses." Her school days were divided. In the morning half, 

she took classes. In the afternoon half, she went to work. Her first job was "doing 

general office duties at the company Southern States."  

After graduation, Joyce worked for C&O Railroad. She was Secretary in their Department 

of Transportation. “I made such good money at C & O Railroad that I bought a car," she said. Then one day, she drove 

her Mother to John Marshall's Night School. Her Mother was "brushing up on her Secretarial skills," she recalled.  

Unfortunately, as Joyce was driving home, "accompanied by the Preacher's daughter, a drunk man ran into the 

driver's side of my car at Cowardin and Semmes. That intersection is still dangerous to this day," she warned. 

Joyce was "banged up with a concussion, and in the hospital for about 2 weeks."  

Joyce decided to go to college. So she “took the accident insurance money and paid for my first year's tuition at 

William & Mary College." Her focus was on Secondary Education with an emphasis on English grammar, She 

said fondly, “I loved every minute of it. I thought I'd gone to Heaven, it was so beautiful."  

“I started in January 1958, and lived in Barrett Hall Dormitory. My roommate was Betty Edge, who was Miss 

Tennessee. This was very hard for me because every day when I went to my room, Betty and her friends were 

playing Canasta there. I had to go down to the Chinese Study Room to do my studying," she reminisced.  

Joyce was Vice-President of the Council for Barrett Hall Dormitory. As she was on the Council, she had "door 

duty to make sure everybody was in the dorm" at curfew. "One night a girl didn't come back in so I had to tell 

the Dorm Mother," she recalled. “Someone gave me the girl's phone number. I called her and told her to come 

back," she continued, “but it was too late. The next day the girl's suitcases were packed and she had to leave the 

College. It was very different in those days."  

"I had to work while attending William & Mary, and to take a national loan to stay there which required 2 years 

of teaching to repay it.  So Joyce worked for Jamestown Festival Park (JFP). "Mr. Jim Graft, who was head of 

JFP, would let me use his car to go to work. He would bring me back home to W & M," she gratefully said. 

Also, Joyce worked at Corner Greeks Restaurant as a Hostess. “This helped to reduce my tuition because I did 

not pay for my evening meal," she stated matter-of-factly. “All of this going on while I was taking classes at  W 

& M."  

"I loved being at William & Mary! I really did! It was a beautiful place; it really was,” happily and emphatically 

Joyce remembered. "At that time there was only the Campus proper; however, Phi Beta Kappa Hall and some 

of the men's and women's dorms were not on the Campus proper.” She continued, "One year I was invited to the 

Ring Dance at VMI, and another year to the one at VPI.  Also, I was chosen to be the “Sweetheart of Sigma 

Nu" fraternity at their annual "Sweetheart Dance". It was a pleasure and one of the most important things that 

ever happened to me at College."  



Joyce sadly continued, “In 1961 during my 3rd year, I had to leave due to finances. I could not afford to go 

back."  

So, she went to work for Cargill, Wilson, and Acree Advertising Company, Joyce "scheduled advertisements 

for television." She still loved to go dancing, “On June 17, 1962, I had a date. We went to a nightclub, and 

while there I met my future husband, Edmund Forcke."  

“Edmund was born in 1927 on Sept. 3, and so was 10 years older than I. We were married on April 25, 1964. 

When I married, my husband and his parents attended Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church on Laurel 

Street next to the Altria Theater. It was a different experience for me. I put my children in Sunday School 

there." At first Joyce and Ed lived in an apartment. Then they moved into his parents' home while they lived in 

Germany. Then they lived in Joyce's current home.  

Prior to the birth of her first child, Joyce worked for her husband's Brokerage Insurance Company (later added 

Investment). She had her “Insurance License for Health, Life, and Casualty Insurance. Later, Joyce worked as a 

secretary at Bellwood.  She also has been a substitute School Teacher at Moody Middle School, and a school 

bus driver for Henrico County.   

Joyce and Ed had 2 children. First, a daughter Kember who was born on Feb. 11, 1965. Then 3 years later a son 

Christian was born on May 9, 1968. "My Mother always said that I had 2 beautiful children. I had 2 good 

children - never had a problem with them," proudly said Joyce.  

On April 4, 1971, Joyce joined our Ginter Park United Methodist Church. “I fell in love with GPUMC. It 

reminded me of my childhood Church, especially with its big kitchen where we had meals, special times, and 

holiday celebrations." A longtime member, she has served as Older Youth Director, taught Sunday School, 

served on several Committees, is a UMW member, volunteers with C.A.R.I.T.A.S. since from the beginning at 

GPUMC, receptions, yard sales, etc.. Her many interests include loving to dance, pretty flowers in her garden 

and gardening, took piano lessons, even tried singing lessons. She also enjoys many longtime friendships.  

Later Joyce decided to continue her college education. In 1981, she earned an Associate in Science Degree - 

Business Administration (Magna Cum Laude), an Associate in Science Degree - Education (Cum Laude), and 

an Associate in Applied Science Degree - Secretarial Science (Magna Cum Laude), all from J. Sargeant 

Reynolds Community College.  

She talked about how God works in her life in happy and unhappy times. “All my life, I trusted God, and still 

do. He's seen me through many unhappy times and experiences, especially heartaches, my health, and other 

things.” God has been the source of her strength.  

During the 1990s, Joyce worked at Bellwood, as did her brother Gary.  On January 

29, 1990, their Mother passed away.  Joyce and Gary took turns taking care of their 

father.  She continued enjoying her many interests and was very active at Church.  

“Ed and I were married for 37 years. Then in October 2001 tragically my husband 

died of pancreatic cancer. It was real sad," remembered  Joyce.  

She lovingly and with joy said, "Kember met her husband William Cooper when 

they worked for IBM. Bill is from Scotland so they had to have 2 weddings when 

they married. On April 19, 2008, they were married by Reverend Joel Morgan at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Richmond. That day right after their  

wedding they left for their 2nd wedding in Scotland. Bill's Mother Mrs. Cooper, who 

had flown over for their wedding, and I left the next day for Scotland to attend our 

children's 2nd wedding. It was a true Scottish wedding including bagpipes! Kember 

and Bill were twice married!” Joyce happily continued, "My grandson Roderick is their only child, 



affectionately known as Roddie. I'm very proud of him. And of Kember and Bill who work hard for Bill's 

company which imports automotive chemicals from Germany for their commercial clients."  

Joyce with a mixture of love, pride, and sadness reminisced about her dear son Christian. "He had Crohn's 

Disease all of his life. No one knew what it was until finally he was diagnosed in Jr. High School. He was on 

prednisone for almost the rest of his life. It did not stop him from leading his life. He knew what he could do. 

Christian graduated from Henrico High School."  

“Christian and Stacey were married at our Ginter Park UM Church by Reverend Dr. Dennis Lipke on May 17, 

1997 at 3 P.M.. Christian was the Father of 2 children; first his son Parker, and then his daughter Peyton.  

Unfortunately, in August 2006 due to Crohn's Disease, he had “a 2nd surgery to remove much of his intestines," 

and soon left the hospital for home. He "returned to work about 10 days later and suddenly died on August 25, 

2006, from a massive heart attack. He passed away in the ambulance on the way to the hospital." Joyce's son-in-

law Bill "came to my work place, broke the sad news, and drove me to the hospital. I was devastated! Planning 

Christian's funeral and all. It was awful!"  

One of the blessings and gifts God gave her is “tremendous faith in whatever happens. The worst thing I had to 

go through was my beloved son's death."  

“You know the Holy Spirit is with us all the time, and He speaks to us all the time. We need to listen to what He 

has to say! Don't ever think you are facing a situation alone, Never! If you believe in God the Father and Jesus. 

Never, never are you alone! In the best of times and the worst of times, never alone, and I believe that! You 

need to ask for His help if you are facing anything,” passionately she emphasized the importance of what she 

said.  

One time we had out-of-town guests for Christmas. In December 1983, right after Christmas Day, my  

husband, me, and our 2 children were burned out of our home. We lost everything. First, we had to stay in a 

hotel, and look for an apartment to lease for just 6 months. Finally, we found one on Three Chopt West to rent 

for 6 months while our house was rebuilt. We also had to rent furniture and everything. Kember had to transfer 

to Douglas Freeman High School while Christian went to a different Jr. High. Our Church's Reverend Mahlon 

Elliott was a great source of comfort. He was wonderful!” Today Joyce still lives in their rebuilt home.  

One of her happier experiences was with Jeanne, a neighbor's child with Down's Syndrome. Jeanne was loved 

by Joyce and was always at Joyce's house, and became close childhood friends with Kember. When Jeanne's 

father died, he left in his will that Joyce was to be Jeanne's Trustee and handle all of her financial affairs, a 

responsibility that Joyce faithfully and lovingly carries out to this day. Later Kember became Jeanne's court- 

appointed Guardian due to her own Mother's age. Sadly, their beloved Jeanne passed away last year at 62 years 

of age.  

"I've had a long life and a lot of things happened. It's been filled 

with surprises, and happy things, and not so happy things. It's 

been a life, but God has been right there with me always," 

faithfully and gratefully said Joyce, a woman, Mother and 

Grandmother, of strong Christian faith and hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As you read this please prayerfully consider how you will  

apply this to your Christian life as we 

celebrate the Year of the Church Family. 
 

 
 

 

 

 


